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Call for Ideas:
“Is there a way back for lost culture?”

Cities are living entities—constantly evolving in response to social and historical change. But in
the process of that transformation, many places lose their meaning, becoming hollow spaces:
abandoned, neglected, or forgotten. In other words, places once richly filled with semantic
layers—people, activities, and memories—gradually shed their significance, leaving behind only
structural remnants, reduced to syntactic forms of spatial isolation.

Spaces beneath overpasses, rooftops, decommissioned substations, disused railways, closed
schools, traffic islands, abandoned industrial sites or complexes, and the ever—increasing
number of vacant commercial and office units—these ambiguous and often misused or
neglected spaces remain scattered throughout our cities.

Now, we seek to breathe new life into these voids through culture—as a program, a purpose,
a pulse. The goal is to refill them with vitality, transforming them into sustainable places that
continue to live and evolve over time.

To do so, we must first uncover the invisible charm and latent potential hidden within these
spaces. How might we reveal these hidden gems to local communities, to the streets, to the
people? Perhaps it is time not just to propose new answers, but to ask different questions—
rethinking how we even see the problem itself.

Rather than planning for a predefined version of “culture” through conventional methods, we
encourage interpretations and interventions that reflect your own lens. Let the culture you
envision be approached in your own way. Let spaces be filled anew, so they may grow into
meaningful places—places that rekindle memory, generate new significance, and, in turn, tell
the story of their surrounding community.

We invite creative, experimental, and even delightfully unexpected perspectives—new
interpretations, analytical approaches, conceptual frameworks, and speculative experiments that
push beyond the familiar.
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